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Lawrence Benjamin Bellis
Memorial Junior High School Music Camp

Bellis Music Camp has a long 
history that has impacted the 
lives of thousands of people.  It 
was founded in 1957 by Larry 
Bellis, Who, at the time, was the 
Music Director at La Cañada 
Junior High School.  The La 
Cañada Dons Music Camp had its 
first year in Pacific Palisades.  
There, the camp lived out of old 
army surplus tents and drilled 
as a marching band camp, getting 

the students ready for the fall.  In the late '60's, Mr. Bellis
joined the staff of Eliot Junior High School and reopened 
the camp in 1970 as the Eliot Band Camp.  Mr. Bellis Died in 
1975 and the camp was renamed in his honor.

In 1976, his son, Richard Bellis, A
well-known arranger and film
composer, became Camp Director
and the camp began including
young musicians from all over
Southern California.  In 1983, the
camp moved to Canyon Meadows,
Near Lake Hughes.

Today, over fifty years after the
founding of the camp, the
traditions remain the same.  The sounds of the bugles and 
campers marching to assembly mix with the sounds of the 
Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, and laughter.  The camp 
continues as it was intended: using music to bring young 
people together and ENRICH THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.

Richard Bellis

Lawrence Bellis

Colors & Retreat PRocedure
1.Start in Block Formation – Color Guard (Drums & 
Bugle) in Back, Counselors in Front

2.Drummer starts procession with four (4) taps – 
step out on first downbeat

3.Counselor calls Mark Time (Possibly during 
cadence)

4.Counselors leave for flag
5.Drum Roll & Bugle blow when Flag descends

Percussion Cadence

Halt

Folding the Flag



Tattoo

Taps

Bellis Music Camp
Daily Schedule

Time Bugle Call(s) Event
7:00 am Reveille Arise
7:30 Inspection
7:50 Mess Call Muster
7:55 Colors
8:00 Breakfast
8:45 Recall
9:00 First Call Period I (Band/Orch)
10:00 Recall
10:10 School Call Period II (Theory)
10:50 Recall
11:05 First Call Period III (Symphony)
12:15 PM Recall
12:25 Mess Call Muster
12:30 Lunch
1:15 To Quarters Rest
2:15 First Call Period IV (Ensembles)
3:15 Recall
3:25 First Call, Swimming Call Recreation
4:45 Watering Call Showers
5:30 Dinner Call Muster
5:35 Retreat Evening Colors
5:40 Dinner
6:35 Recall
6:45 First Call Period V (Rehearsal)
7:45 Recall
8:00 Assembly Evening Program
9:00 Tattoo Brush Teeth
9:15 Taps Lights Out



First Day Schedule

TimeBugle Call(s)Event
3:30 pmStaff, C's, JC's Arrive
4:25To Cabins
4:30First CallRegistration
5:10Mess CallMuster
5:15RetreatEvening Colors
5:40Dinner
6:30RecallAuditions
7:45AssemblyEvening Program
9:30TattooBrush Teeth
9:45TapsLights Out

Last Day Schedule

TimeBugle Call(s)Event
7:30 amReveilleArise Late, You Slugs!

7:50Mess CallMuster
7:55Colors
8:00Breakfast
8:45RecallCamp Cleanup
9:15First CallCabin Cleanup
10:00InspectionFinal Inspection
10:30First CallRehearsal
12:20 PMRecall, Mess CallMuster
12:30RetreatEvening Colors
12:35Lunch
1:15Recall
1:30Warm-up
2:00Concert

Retreat
Retreat (Army) Evening Colors (Navy)

Assembly



Swimming Call

Watering Call

Dinner Call

Performance Notes:

• two sixteenth notes can be played In place of any
sixteenth note triplet (Except for the pickups to 
First Call)

• Bugle calls do not have to be played “open” or 1st 
position. (although they are written that way).  
any valve combination or slide position can be used
to put it in a comfortable register.

Reveille

Inspection
Mindanao



Mess Call

Colors
To The Color (or Standard)

Recall

First Call

School Call

To Quarters
Call to Quarters


